BAROQUE PEARLS:

WHAT ARE BAROQUE PEARLS?

¢ Asymmetrical & unique

¢ Irregular shapes — drops, ovals, abstract

¢ Natural or cultured

¢ Name from Portuguese barocco = "imperfect” _—
#® Unlike classic spherical pearls (e.g., Akoya), baroque pearls & - — —
are intentionally irregular — prized for their uniqueness.

HOW DO PEARLS FORM?

¢ Natural: irritant enters mollusk = nacre forms
¢ Cultured: nucleus inserted manually

¢ Nacre = calcium carbonate + conchiolin

¢ Layered over time into a pearl

+# A biological response becomes a gem.

NACRE STRUCTURE

¢ Made of aragonite crystals in an organic matrix
¢ Classic pearls = even layers

¢ Baroque pearls = uneven, chaotic layering

¢ More texture = stronger iridescence

& Baroque pearls reflect light more dynamically.

MOLLUSK BIOLOGY

¢ Pearl sac forms from grafted tissue

¢ Epithelial cells secrete nacre

¢ Growth takes 2—-7 years

¢ Freshwater = faster, more baroque

¢ Saltwater = thicker nacre, more symmetry
s Pearls are slow-grown masterpieces.




ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

¢ Cool water: slower growth — high luster

¢ Warm water: faster growth — larger pearls
¢ Salinity, clarity, and minerals matter

¢ Controlled farming = better quality

1. Stress = more baroque shapes and surface
irregularities.

AESTHETICS OF BAROQUE PEARLS

Colors: white, gold, pink, black, lavender
Luster = layer density & crystal order
Iridescence = thicker nacre — rainbow shine
Surface texture = natural “imperfections”

® In baroque pearls, flaws are features.

REGIONAL STYLES

# Akoya (Japan): small, round, bright

# Tahitian (Polynesia): dark, large, metallic

® South Sea (Australia): gold/silver, satiny

® Freshwater (China): baroque, pastel, varied
Q. Shape, color & luster hint at origin.

FRESHWATER PEARLS

PHOTOGRAPHIC MP: ik

GEMOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

2 X-ray: revedls nucleus, layer thickness

»¥ CT scans: 3D internal structure

Q. Microscopy: detects treatments, surface defects

52 Value: thick nacre, no voids = more durable & precious
ul Science helps assess authenticity & value.

SUMMARY

Baroque pearls = natural, expressive, individual
Their beauty lies in imperfection

A gem of biology, craftsmanship & mystery
Each pearl tells its own story.




